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 Springfield Township, Bucks County 
Board of Supervisors   

MINUTES 

March 28, 2017 

Supervisors Present:  Karen Bedics, David Long, Volker Oakey, Rob Zisko, John Oehler. 

Also present:  Terry Clemons (solicitor), Michael Brown (Township Manager), and Debbie Godshall 
(Treasurer). 

Chairperson Long called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and announced the Board met in executive session 
to receive a report from the Chief and real estate matters. 

Motion by Ms. Bedics, seconded by Mr. Zisko, to approve the February 14, 2017 minutes.  In favor—Bedics, 
Long, Oakey, Zisko.  Abstain—Oehler (absent).  Motion carries. 

Hans Reimann complimented PennDot on the realignment of State Road and Route 212, and asked the Board 
to support a PA Senate bill regarding gerrymandered voting districts. 

Denise Oakey thanked the Board and the many volunteers who donate their time to the Township’s 
governance. 

Chris Trauger, Fire Chief, reported the Springtown Volunteer Fire Company is finalizing specs for replacement 
of the 1981 fire truck. 

Jim Nilsen, representing UBREMS, reported the service had received a sizeable donation and that a portion of 
it was going to establish an Advanced Life Support vehicle that would benefit the Township and surrounding 
area. 

Bills (February 23-March 23) 

General Fund $86,778.50 Open Space Fund $367.28 

Capital Reserve Fund $9,128.46 Liquid Fuels Fund $6,711.14 

Escrows $4,820.40   

 

Reports 

Road hours (February 15-March 20): 

Road Maintenance 186 Hours Equipment Maintenance 240 hours 

Building Maint & 
Construction 

131 Hours Sign Maintenance  4 hours 

Winter Maintenance  163 Hours Park Maintenance  3 hours 

Admin 23 Hours   

 

Police Department—Chief McDonald reported 232 calls for service in February, 58 handled by PSP.  The DARE 
program has been funded by Palisades School District.  Bucks County DA’s office is trying a County wide 
approach to police use of social media. 
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Treasurer Fund Balances as of March 23, 2017: 

General Fund $565,013.72 Liquid Fuels $34,815.85 

Open Space $944,617.45 Street Light $3,502.94 

Escrow $443,526.59 Special Fees $106.09 

 

Business 

Timber Land Associates final land development plan (TMP 42-4-78, 79 & 79-1)—The applicant, Mr. Gross, 

was present and represented by Scott Mease.  The Planning Commission recommended conditional 

approval at its March 1
st
 meeting, and suggested the applicant escrow $30,000 until such time as the 

Township could determine where the applicant could meet the tree planting requirements.  Mr. Mease 

asked the Board to waive the requirement, but expressed willingness to entertain some reduced 

amount.  Mr. Gross offered to provide $15,000 in undirected contribution for use as the Township 

deemed necessary in the future. 

Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by John Oehler, to grant the waivers requested in the applicant’s February 2, 
2017 letter, and further to approve the final land development plan for Timber Land Associates under the 
condition the applicant shall comply with the outstanding items in the Township Engineer’s review letter 
dated February 22, 2017 and the applicant make a fee-in-lieu contribution for sidewalks and a fee-in-lieu 
contribution of $15,000 as an undirected contribution.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Fredericks/Route 212 Auto sign variance (TMP 42-12-28-1)—The applicant was not present.  The applicant 
was cited for having too many signs on the lot he rents for a non-conforming auto repair use.  The applicant is 
appealing the violation and in the alternative requesting a variance for the signs.  The Board discussed the 
advisability of trying to legislate a more permissive sign regimen but concluded the non-conforming nature of 
the use made it impractical. 

Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by John Oehler, to support the variance application of Stewart Fredericks for 
extra signage for a non-conforming use.  In favor—Zisko, Oehler.  Opposed—Bedics, Long, Oakey.  Motion 
fails. 

Motion by Dave Long, seconded by Karen Bedics, to take no position on the variance application of Stewart 
Fredericks for extra signage for a non-conforming use.  In favor—Bedics, Long, Oakey.  Opposed—Oehler, 
Zisko.  Motion carries. 

Sign regulations in the AD zoning district—by unanimous consent, the Board agreed to discuss a non-agenda 
item.  Mr. Long showed examples of several signs already existing in the AD zoning district that exceeded the 
Township’s 12 square foot limitation.  He suggested that increasing the area to 24 square feet in that district 
would not appreciably harm public health, safety or welfare and was consistent with the Board’s policy goal of 
allowing business to thrive. 

Motion by Dave Long, seconded by Rob Zisko, to amend Chapter 155 of the draft Township code to allow the 
max area of signs in the AD zoning district to be increased from 12 square feet to 24 square feet.  All in favor.  
Motion carries. 

McCurdy sign variance (TMP 42-9-37)—Mr. Brown suggested that in light of the Board’s legislative intent, the 
Township would request a continuance of the hearing.  The consensus of the Board was to continue the 
hearing. 
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Springtown Volunteer Fire Company (TMP 42-12-127)—Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by John Oehler, to 
waive the submission of a land development plan for construction of a 16’ x 60’ addition to the firehouse for 
purposes of trailer and tool storage.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Revisions to the Source Water Protection Area regulations, version 2.1, February 17, 2017—The Board 
endorsed the revisions as recommended by the Planning Commission for inclusion in the code.   The new 
regulations made the animal density for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations consistent with the 
previously approved revisions to animal regulations for use A5, and requires a conditional use hearing for 
CAFO’s in the source water protection district. 

Revisions to the Zoning Map—The Board endorsed changes to the map cartography to make it cleaner and 
easier to read.  There are no changes in zoning district boundaries.  The Board endorsed adding Slifer Valley 
Road and a portion of Peppermint Road to the Scenic Overlay District.  The Board endorsed depicting the 
Springtown Historic District on the map. 

Revisions to Mobile Home Park regulations, version 3, March 2, 2017—The Board endorsed the new SALDO 
chapter, the rewrite of Section 404.B.5 of the Zoning Ordinance and accepted the recommendation by the 
Planning Commission to delete Chapter 153 from the draft code establishing an annual licensing requirement 
for Mobile Home Parks. 

Revisions the Historic Resource regulations, version 7.1, February 17, 2017—The Board endorsed the 
revisions as recommended by the Planning Commission.  The revisions remove the requirement for a 
conditional use to demo a Class 1 or 2 resource, remove the 75 day waiting period to demo a Class 3 resource, 
expanded the additional allowed uses for owners of historic resources, added regulations for new 
construction in historic districts and added a review provision by the Historic Commission for changes to 
historic resources.  Mr. Zisko objected to adding the Historic Commission to the permit review process. 

Revisions to front yard setback exemptions, version 1, March 2, 2017—The Board endorsed the revised 
section for inclusion in the code. 

OSC Case File 2017-501—The project preserves 10 acres in the sourcewater protection district for the 
Springtown Water Authority wells.  It’s part of a larger project in Lower Saucon Township. 

Motion by Dave Long, seconded by Karen Bedics, to approve funding for the project in an amount not to 
exceed $35,000 plus proportionate soft costs in conjunction with Lower Saucon Township and to authorize the 
Township staff to prepare the agreement of sale.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

OSC Case File 2014-501—The project adds 40+ acres to the existing Fuller Preserve by selling TMP 42-21-35 to 
Heritage Conservancy and having the Township purchase a conservation easement from the Conservancy in 
conjunction with the Bucks County Natural Areas Program. 

Motion by Dave Long, seconded by John Oehler, to approve Resolution 2017-2 and the agreement of sale for 
the purchase of a conservation easement on TMP 42-21-35 in the amount of $140,277.50 plus soft costs.  All 
in favor.  Motion carries. 

Bucks County request for mosquito spraying dated March 3, 2017—Motion by Rob Zisko, seconded by Karen 
Bedics, to approve the request.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Potential Joint Emergency Operations Center—The Board discussed the feasibility of establishing a joint EOC 
with another municipality but concluded it was impractical.  Ms. Bedics reported she had talked to an official 
of Haycock Township and there was no interest in the idea. 

Supervisor Comment 

Ms. Bedics asked the Board to place the resolution supporting the senate bill on gerrymandering on the 
agenda.  The Board approved. 
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Mr. Long reminded people that the 3 year window for septic pumping was closing at the end of the year. 

Mr. Long suggested naming the Park and Rec Board as lead agency to exercise stewardship over the lime kiln, 
its restoration and eventual use as a park amenity.  The Board agreed. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:42 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Michael J. Brown, Township Manager 

Approved:   


